Hydatid Cysts of the Liver is the subject of a paper by Chauffard,1 who has had a fatal case following on puncture of the cyst for diagnostic purposes. Every antiseptic precaution was observed, and no pain was complained of. A few moments later the patient felt suddenly ill, intense irritation of the skin was experienced, followed by two severe epileptiform seizures, and death ensued from cardiac collapse twenty-five minutes after operation. Po3t-mortem evidence was negative except as regards the liver. Here the trabecular arrangement was disturbed, the glandular element having obliterated the capillary network, and leaving an almost entirely cellular parenchyma. Death after puncture usually results in cases of intra-peritoneal rupture. Two theories only can account for this case:
(1) That the symptoms were reflex, and of traumatic origin; (2) that they were due to intoxication by a special hydatid poison. The 
